Inspire Youth Yorkshire Community Hub

9-10 Halfpenny Close,
Knaresborough, HG5 0TG

Email: youthcouncil@inspireyouth.uk

Dear Potential New Member,

We are very excited to tell you that Knaresborough Youth Council has set up to allow young people from Year
6 to Year 13 to raise & discuss issues that are affecting them or their community - giving young people a
voice!

Getting involved in the Youth Council could also provide experience in fundraising & bid writing, setting
meeting agendas & chairing meetings, and knowledge about how local democracy and elections work.

» What is a Youth Council:
The Youth Council was a proposal made by Year 6 students in July 2023 who were taking part in the Young
Leaders initiative at Knaresborough St. John’s Primary School, and we have been working with the support of
North Yorkshire Council since then to ensure their ambition was realised.

Youth Councils across the county give young people the opportunity and support to work on the issues that
matter the most in their own neighbourhoods.

“Our local Youth Councils enable young people to get involved in local decisions, and influence change in their
own communities. We support you to come together both virtually and in person, amplify your voices, and to

have a say in the issues which affect you in your own neighbourhoods. By joining your local youth council you

will meet other passionate, innovative young people, and have the opportunity to become actively involved in
democracy.” (North Yorkshire Council)

Watch this video to find out more about Local Youth Councils:

https://youtu.be/gC8UdDiODt4

> What have other Youth Councils got involved in?
Skipton Youth Council concluded their anti-social behaviour campaign with funding secured for Inspire Youth
to run a longer-term outreach service from their mobile youth bus! They continue to meet with their
Community Safety Working Group on this. They’re moving onto their Keep Skipton Tidy campaign, running a
litter picking competition in schools and youth organisations, and working with the Tobacco and Substances
team at North Yorkshire Council to look at the vaping issue.

Harrogate Youth Council have secured a collaborative project with Fearless, the anonymous reporting
service for young people from Crimestoppers UK, to help increase reporting of harassment, without the
concerns of being known to have called it out. They are also working with the Mental Health Support Teams
for North Yorkshire Schools, to collaborate in finding better ways to support young people. They had a shout
out from Roman Kemp during his campaign to get schools to sign a Mental Health Declaration (like the
declaration for physical support if a pupil has an injury from a school activity).
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» How you can get involved:
Our aim is to have two Year 6 representatives from each primary school in Knaresborough, and two
representatives from each year group at King James Secondary School & Sixth Form, 2 representatives from
the Forest School and 2 representatives who are home educated.

Youth Council meetings are currently held straight after school in a community venue in Knaresborough
(including snacks!), and you would just require collecting after the meeting by your parent/carer. Although
we currently meet monthly, we are working towards bi weekly meetings.

Would you like to nominate yourself?

If you would be interested in taking part in the Youth Council and would like to nominate yourself, please
submit the following to us:

Write up to 150 words on your personal strengths and 2 big issues you would like to work on, that young
people are facing.

We have attached a form for you to submit your statement of values on and return to your school reception
or the address above (post box or by email) for the attention of the Knaresborough Youth Council.

Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you would like more information about the Youth Council.

We very much look forward to hearing from you.

Thank you & best wishes,

Knaresborough Youth Council



] YOUR SCHOOL (if applicable) and your CONTACT
YOUR NAME: DETAILS:
CURRENT SCHOOL YEAR (if applicable) & AGE: CURRENT CLASS (if applicable):

150 words on my personal strengths and 2 big issues | would like to work on, that | feel young people are facing:

Hand in your nomination marked for the attention of Knaresborough Youth Council-
you can hand it in to your school reception, email youthcouncil@inspireyouth.uk or drop off/post to 9-10
Half Penny Close, Knaresborough HG5 0TG
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